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RONALD J. DUNLAVEY 
THE HOUSE VOTE ON AID TO ANGOLA 

ANNCR: VOA NEWS ANALYST RONALD J, DUNLAVEY DISCUSSES THE VOTE IN 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON AID TO SOME OF THE FACTIONS IN 
ANGOLA: 
VOICE: ON DECEMBER NINETEENTH THE UNITED STATES SENATE VOTED 
TO CUT OFF FUNDS TO FACTIOHS FIGHTING IN ANGOLA. IN DOING 50, 
IT DISREGARDED A STRONG WARNING FROM PRESIDENT FORD AND 
SECRETARY OF STATE KISSINGER THAT SUCH A STEP WAS CONTRARY TO 
AMERICAN INTERESTS. AT THE TIME, THERE WERE THOSE WHO THOUGHT THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MIGHT TAKE A DIFFERENT VIE'', BUT ON 
TUESDAY THE HOUSE FOLLOWED THE SENATE'S LEAD; IT, TOO, REFUSED TO 
VOTE ANY AID TO THE ANTI-COMMUNIST FORCES, AND, LIKE THE 
SENATE, IT DECLINED TO ACCEPT THE ADMINISTRATION'S ARGUMENTS IN 
FAVOR OF SUCH ALD, 

IN THE MONTH SINCE THE SENATE'S ACTION, TBE SITUATION 
IN ANGOLA HAS GOTTEN APPRECIABLY }!ORSE---AND MR. FORD, IN A 
LAST-MINUTE LETTER TO THE HOUSE, EMPHASIZED THE GRAVITY OF THAT 
SITUATION. HE WARNED THAT FORCES REPRESENTING THE MAJORITY 
IN ANGOLA WOULD BE DESTROYED UNLESS THEY RECEIVED AID. “IN THE 
ABSENCE OF EFFECTIVE WESTERN ASSISTANCE," HE SAID, "THE TWO 
LARGEST POLITICAL MOVEHENTS IN THE COUNTRY WILL BE DESTROYED BY 
SOVIET ARMAMENTS AND A CUBAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE." HE BLAMED 
THE SENATE FOR UNDERCUTTING EARLIER---AND MODEST=--AMERICAN 
EFFORTS TO AID THE EMBATTLED ANGOLANS, AND LEFT NO DOUBT THAT 
HE WOULD SIMILARLY HOLD THE HOUSE RESPONSIBLE. OBVIOUSLY MR. 
FORD BELIEVES THAT THERE IS STRONG PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR HIS POSITION 
THAT THE EXECUTIVE MUST HAVE A STRONG HAND IN THE CONDUCT OF 
FOREIGN POLICY. AND HE WANTS TO MAKE SURE THAT IF ANGOLA FALLS 
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UNDER SOVIET INFLUENCE---EVEN BECOIIES A BASE FOR SOVIET OPERATIONS 
~-~THERE VILL BE NO QUESTION ABOUT WHERE THE RESPONSIBILITY 
LIES. 

OTHER EVENTS BEYOND STRICTLY MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS HAVE 
AFFECTED THE SITUATION IN ANGOLA SINCE THE SENATE'S DECEMBER 
VOTE, AT THAT TIME, THERE \‘AS HOPE THAT THE ORGANIZATION OF 
AFRICAN UNITY WOULD TAKE DECISIVE STEPS--- CALL FOR AN END TO ALL 
FOREIGN INTERVENTION AND NEGOTIATIONS AMONG THE WARRING FACTIONS. 
BUT AT ITS MEETING EARLY IN JANUARY THE O-A.U. WAS UNABLE TO 
AGREE ON A FORMULA TO END THE INTERVENTION AND THE 
FIGHTING. THERE WAS ALSO HOPE THAT WHEN SECRETARY KISSINGER WENT 
TO MOSCO!! IN JAHUARY HE “OULD 8E ABLE TO PERSUADE THE RUSSIANS 
THAT INTERVENTION IN ANGOLA SHOULD BE ENDED BECAUSE OF ITS 
DANGEROUS TNPACT ON THE “HOLE COURSE OF SOVIET-AMERICA! 
DETENTE. THE MEETING IN MOSCOY, HONEVYER, FAILED TO PRODUCE 
ANY APPARENT SOVIET CHANGE OF ATTITUDE, IN FACT, SOVIET AID TO 
THE POPULAR MOVEIMENT APPEARED TO BE ON THE INCREASE, AND THE 
CUBAN FORCE IS NO! ESTISIATED IN SOME QUARTERS TO NUMPER AS HIGH 
AS TEH THOUSAND MEH. 

THE HOUSE VOTE--COUPLED WITH THAT OF THE SENATE--- WOULD APPEAR 
TO PUT THE FINAL STAMP ON AN AMERICAN POLICY OF NON-INVOLVEMENT 
IN ANGOLA. COPT.) THE ULTIMATE IMPACT OF THAT POLICY REMAINS TO 
BE SEElN---ON ANGOLA ITSELF, ON AFRICA, ON DETENTE, ON AMERICAN- 
CUBAN RELATIONS, ON FUTURE SOVIET CALCULATIONS, AND ON AMERICAN 
DOMESTIC POLITICS WILL BE CLOSELY OBSERVED. CEND OPT) 
TUESDAY'S VOTE IS ALSO ANOTHEP EXAMPLE OF THE GRONING ASSERTIVENESS 


OF CONGRESS IN THE FIELD OF FOREIGN POLICY=--A CHARACTERISTIC 
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PARTICULARLY NOTICEABLE SINCE THE END OF THE VIETNAM 
EXPERIENCE, THE ANGOLAN AID VOTE MAY BE ADDED TO THE LIST OF 
CASES IN WHICH CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT HAVE NOT SEEI! 
EYE-TO-EYE ON FOREIGN POLICY---AND IT MAY PROVE TO BE ONE 

OF THE MORE SIGNIFICANT DISAGREEMENTS THEY HAVE HAD THUS FAR. 
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